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�Earl McCaskill’s son wears his kilt 
with grace at his wedding.  It is a 
custom for brides to be "sashed" in 
the tartan of the groom's family 
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President Olive McCaskill Bell 
 3309 El Malecon Road 
 Albuquerque, NM 87120-2725 
 505-898-1961 
 o.mcc.b@fastwires.net 

 

Vice-President, US Betty MacAskill  Shea 
 Post Office Box 1975 
 Exeter, NH  03833 
 603-772-2569 
 bettyshea@webtv.net 

 

Vice-President, Canada Jamie Wilson 
 Post Office Box 12, 
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 902-929-2128 

 

Treasurer Donald W. MacAskill 
 8 Huckleberry Lane 
 Hampton, NH 03842 
 603-926-4608 
 maccdn2002@yahoo.com 
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Here’s another opportunity to have input into the decisions of 
the Society.  What would you like to have included in the next 
Gathering?  Please rank the following in order of your 
preference, (1 being the most preferred) and please feel free to 
add your own. 
 

___  Registration ___ Auction 

___ Wine &Cheese Reception ___ Entertainment 

___ Dinner ___ Surf & Turf Banquet 

___ Annual Meeting/Program ___  Kirking of the Tartan 

___ Sunday Brunch ____________________ 

_______________________ ____________________ 

_______________________ ____________________ 

  
And while we’re at it, tell us where and when you would like to 
have the next Gathering.   
 
You may want to suggest a specific city, or just name a state or 
region.  You may prefer a fall or spring gathering, annual or 
semi-annual.  Just write it in below, and send it in with your 
membership. 
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The MacAskill Sept Society 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Please Type Or Print  
 

Name_________________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________ 
City, State, Zip__________________________________ 
Phone_____________    E-Mail____________________ 
 
If surname is not MacAskill/McCaskill (any spelling or variation), what is 
your connection or special interest?  
__________________________________________________________ 
 
In what year did you first join the Sept Society? ____________________ 
 
We would appreciate your sharing the following additional information: 
Full name of spouse as well as name of any children under 18 with their 
date of birth.  (Children over 18 are eligible to have their own 
memberships) 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Annual dues are now $25.00 per year due higher costs of newsletter and 
other mailings.  A check or money order may be sent in either US or 
Canadian currency.  Renewal is due now due on July 1, annually.   
Mail application to: 
The MacAskill Sept Society  
 
c/o Don W MacAskill  
     Treasurer  
     8 Huckleberry Ln 
     Hampton NH 03842 
 
Signature______________________________________________ 
Date____________________  
 
Please copy and pass on to other MacAskills of any spelling 
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Alva L. McCaskill, Jr. 
 
 
BISHOPVILLE, SC  Graveside services for Alva Laverne 
McCaskill Jr., 73, were held at 11 a.m. Monday, June 26, 
2006, in the St. Matthews United Methodist Church 
Cemetery. 
 

Mr. McCaskill died Saturday, June 24, of pulmonary fibrosis. He was born 
May 30, 1933, the son of the late Alva L. McCaskill Sr. and Clara Stokes 
McCaskill. He was the owner of Lyndale Farms where he bred registered 
Guernsey dairy cattle for 40 years. He was a 1954 graduate of Clemson 
University and served in the U.S. Army. A lifetime member of St. 
Matthews United Methodist Church, he served as chairman of the Board 
of Directors for the church. He was a life member of the Dairy Hall of 
Fame and his membership in the American Guernsey Cattle Club brought 
him world-wide friendships. He received many awards and recognition 
throughout his life for public service and his profession. 
 
Mr. McCaskill served on several boards, including Farmers Telephone 
Cooperative, Cassatt Water Co., Lee County Farm Bureau, Lee County 
Arts Council Foundation, and the Lee County Disabilities and Special 
Needs Board and Foundation. He was a former member of the Lee 
County Council. He was a Mason in Lucknow Lodge No. 212 and as a 
Shriner with the Omar Temple, was a member of the Jolly Jeepsters and 
Red Fez Club. 
 
Mr. McCaskill is survived by his wife, JoAnne Chamblee McCaskill, and 
his son, Dr. Al McCaskill III, of Bishopville; his daughters, Lee McCaskill 
of Fort Pierce, FL, and Ann McCaskill McIlhenny of Langley Air Force 
Base, VA. He was also survived by two sisters, Etha M. Bailey and 
Barbara Jane Boyce, and grandchildren, Capt. Joshua T. Watson, MD, 
and Dr. Theresa Martin Watson, Alva L. McCaskill IV, Kristy McCaskill, 
Amber McCaskill and Micah McIlhenny. 
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By Fred Lane 

 

The name GLENELG is probably little known outside of people who 
collect palindromes, names and words which spell the same either way.  
Yet I have heard of at least ten examples of the name throughout the 
Americas, New Zealand and Australia, so one assumes the name must 
have  been “planted” there by émigrés from the little “kirktown” beside the 
Sound of Sleat.   Those of us who love the place would also love to hear 
from any Macaskills (however they spell the name) who can trace their 
ancestry back there. 

The Rev. Mr. Colin Maciver, the Minister there in 1792, who compiled the 
earliest Statistical Survey, has two alternative origins of the name – “the 
Gaelic words, glen, fignifying a valley, and feilg, hunting; or elid, a roe 
deer.”  He was responsible for a much bigger “parish” than we see to-day, 
extending from the village where the church and manse were situated, 
the property of Colonel Maclead of Macleod;  Knoydart, separated by an 
arm of the sea called Loch Hourn, owned by the Macdonells of Glengarry 
and Scothouse; and North-Morar, beyond Loch Nevis, property of the 
family of Lovat.   Most of the villages and homes were situated along the 
coast, so one assumes the Reverend gentleman visited them by boat.   
He recorded the population as 1286 in Glenelg, 1000 in Knoydart, and 
460 in North Morar.  I have confined my interest to the present smaller 
parish. 
Almost every history of the West Coast of Scotland must mention “The 
Clearances” and the arrival of the “Great Cheviot”.  Some years ago, 
Allan Macaskill who lives there still, sent me a copy of the Eviction  
Documents of 1804 , naming 76 families from Glenelg; and 1810, a 
further 20 families from Arnisdale, the little village “round the corner” on 
Loch Hourn.   Among them were SIX families of Macaskills.    
 
Glenelg has two fertile valleys, Glenmore and Glenbeag.   The document 
systematically mentions the names down each valley in turn.   
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The annual gathering of the 
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Will be held in New Hampshire 
September 14 – 16, 2007 

 
Say you've never been to New Hampshire?  Then, it's mandatory—you 
must come to the Fourth Annual MacAskill Sept Society Gathering!  
 
Red-letter your calendar for September 14 through 1 6, 2007. 
 
Meet and greet old friends and new at The Ashworth Hotel , Hampton 
Beach, at ocean's edge.  Dine in one of three restaurants there.  After 
Saturday's business meeting and auction, explore the 18-mile coastline 
north to Portsmouth--once a hotbed of Revolutionary fever. 
 
See grand mansions set among acres of manicured lawns, tiny villages 
and salt marshes.  Find Odiorne Pointe State Park , site of the first 
European settlement in NH in 1623.  Loop around Great Island , home of 
quaint New Castle , past legendary Wentworth-by-the-Sea Hotel . Take 
time for tea.  Or dip in the pool.  Investigate downtown shops.  Visit 
Strawbery Banke Museum and the Maritime Museum.  Sail to the Isles of 
Shoals.  Cruise the harbor.  Whalewatch out of Rye Harbor .  And so 
much more... 
 
Surprise entertainment is planned after Saturday night's formal banquet.  
And kirking of the tartans, after Sunday brunch, will be hosted by Exeter's 
Congregational Church (circa 1638). 
 
Please do allow New England cousins to return the cordial hospitality 
shown both last year by the Englishtown MacAskills and the previous 
year by the North Carolinians. 
 
Cordially,  
The Planning Committee 
Don W. MacAskill, Treasurer; Barbara Bartlett, Secretary Pro Tem; 
Claudia Libis, Don (Terry) MacAskill and Betty MacAskill Shea, VP, USA. 
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The New Year is rolling around again!  Membership fees for 2007 
will soon be due.  The current odds are 7 to 1 against you, dear 
reader, being a current member.  That’s right!   We are mailing this 
edition to 7 times as many people as there are current members.  
And we’re glad to do this, really!  The reason we continue to mail to 
prospects, past members, and various other acquaintances, is 
simply this: 

We believe you want to be a part of the Society. 

 But fees were due by July, last.  Now it’s possible that you never 
asked to join and are receiving this newsletter as a solicitation.  
Perhaps you’ve been recommended by a friend or a relative.  
Perhaps you’ve emailed a question about the DNA project, and got 
on our list.  If you have enjoyed the newsletters, why not consider 
joining?  Your support will help to fund the next newsletter, and our 
Gatherings.  Who knows, membership gains may enable us to have 
meetings twice a year.  Now is the time show that you appreciate 
the tremendous perseverance of such folks as Olive Bell, Anne 
Libis, Jamie Wilson, and Don MacAskill.  If you do, send in the 
membership form with your dues to Don.  The list is scheduled to 
be updated over the next few months, and I hope your name 
remains on it. 

It’s worth noting that dues have been raised from $10 to $25 per 
year.  This is a substantial increase, and you should know that a lot 
of heated debate went into the decision.  But you should also know 
that after our appeal in the last newsletter, 80% of paid members 
volunteered to send in $25 or more for 2006 when the dues were 
only $10.00, so many believe that $25 is a good value.  One person 
even paid for 2 years in one check.  If you want to do the same, we 
promise to keep track of things.   
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(continued) 

 
At the head of Glenmore, lived Alexander MacCaskill Snr  at Myelmore (I 
have no trace of him from then onwards);  in Glenbeag  Malcolm 
MacCaskel and Donald MacCaskell were tenants at Wester Corary and 
Insh Kennel, and Finlay MacCaskill from Easter Corary.  In 1810 attention 
shifted to Arnisdale, and John MacCaskil and Donald MacCaskil of Coran 
were among those moved – we wonder if the Donald was the same one 
who had been moved from Glenbeag earlier.  Even the Rev. Maciver was 
deprived of his grazings! 
 
In 1804 the estate was owned by John Norman Macleod, but by 1849 had 
been sold to Baillie of Dochfour, and by that time those who were 
permitted to remain were living in a wretched condition, and some 500 
persons  emigrated, we are not certain where they went.  There had been 
earlier emigrations, as mentioned in the preamble to the 1841 Census. 
 
It is difficult to envisage what life in Glenelg was like in those times, but a 
more recent account of ARNISDALE & LOCH HOURN has been 
published by Professor Peter English of Aberdeen University, who has 
known the area from childhood, and records its history, culture and 
folklore from the memories of its people.   The book has 500 pages, over 
1000 photographs, and 50 wonderful colour plates.   It is available from 
Peter English himself, priced at £20, with post and packing in the UK at 
£5, and abroad £10.   The proceeds from the sale will go towards building 
a community hall and heritage centre for the village.   The address is: 
Prof. Peter English, Ardachy, Upper Lenie, Drumnadrochit, IV63 6XF, 
Scotland.   With an address like that, can you resist? 
 
And I would be happy to correspond with anyone interested in Glenelg, or 
its Macaskills. 
 
Contact me at frdlane@aol.com 
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By Olive McCaskill Bell 
 

If someone wears one of our tartans although not a member of our clan or 
sept, we should consider it a compliment. We, of course, would give 
preference to our own MacAskill tartan. It was commissioned by a 
gentleman of that name in 1951, and was designed for him by Miss 
Margaret MacDougal. That much I knew when I got a kilted skirt in this 
sett a number of years ago. People rarely ask about it, since it looks 
much like MacLeod of Harris. But while attending a lunch which preceded 
a seminar during the Stone Mountain Games, not long after I got it, one of 
the speakers, a representative of a woolen mill in Scotland, noticed it and 
he knew what it was, and he said, “Ah! I was there when it was born!” He 
told me this story: 
 
Jack Dalgetty (the speaker) and Ms. MacDougal were representing the 
mill for which they worked at a trade fair in Inverness (I think) when a very 
drunk fellow came up to their booth and announced that he was a 
MacAskill: he didn’t like the yellow MacLeod of Lewis tartan, which he 
considered too loud; MacAskills were not Lewis MacLeods anyway; so on 
and so on. Finally, Ms. MacDougal asked him why he didn’t commission a 
tartan of his own. “How would I do that?” he asked. “How much would it 
cost?” He commissioned her to design a sett for the MacAskills (all 
spellings), and staggered off. She was busy with the exhibition and 
thought no more of it, believing that when he sobered up he would have 
forgotten all about it. However, a few days later, near the end of the show, 
he showed up again, cold sober. He walked up and asked, “Aren’t you the 
lady who offered to design a MacAskill tartan for me?” “Oh, yes“ she said. 
“I have it at home. I’ll bring it after lunch.”  
 
Doing some quick thinking, she took the thread-count of MacLeod of 
Harris, which is the correct MacAskill affiliation, and with colored pencils 
and graph paper, she “differenced” the Harris tartan by laying out a sett in 
which the red and yellow lines, with black “guard threads” on each side, 
on the Harris sett were reversed to black with two threads of red, or 
yellow on each side. Those of us who wear the MacAskill tartan think it is 
very handsome and much more interesting than the MacLeod of Harris 
sett. 
 
When Mr. MacAskill came back he was delighted with it. He ordered a full 
60 yard bolt, and arranged to have it registered for the use of all 
MacAskills. 
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by Olive McCaskill Bell 
 
Which tartan should the MacAskills wear? Well, we have a wide choice of 
perfectly acceptable colors and patterns.  We even have one of our very 
own, of course, and I'll explain its origin later.  
 
Since we are a Sept of Clan MacLeod, we are entitled to wear any of the 
thirty-some setts they claim. Tartan is not really terribly ancient; probably 
the earliest weavers contented themselves with stripes of varying widths. 
The first true tartans were most likely more district patterns before they 
became clan setts. Most setts can be woven in three different colorings, 
which to the unpracticed eye may look like different tartans. In vegetal 
dyes, which were of course the only kind available until aniline dyes were 
invented, and in modern simulations of those dyes, the colors are bright. 
For convenience these are called "ancient". With the advent of aniline 
dyes in the mid Victorian period the colors became so dark that blacks, 
greens, and blues are hard to distinguish; to me, in those dyes, all the 
blue or green tartans look like Black Watch! Tartans in these dark tones 
are called "modern", although "Victorian" might be more accurate. Our 
most conservative clan folk like these as being less gaudy than the more 
colorful vegetals. The third version is called 'weathered" by some mills, 
"muted" by others. It is an attempt to simulate what the Highlanders still 
on the auld sod call "bog tartans". The colors are all grayed down as 
though the vegetal dyes had faded. The blues become gray and the 
greens become tan. They can be very attractive, although they are 
inaccurate if the blacks are also shown as faded. That is the one color in 
the very old fabrics which never faded. That wool was not dyed, since it 
was easier to use fleece from black sheep. 
 
 
Now, what are we going to wear? Nearly all tartans are in the public 
domain, and non-Scots pick the one they consider prettiest. As I said 
before, we can use any of the MacLeod clan and sept setts, plus any of 
the district patterns, and the national setts such as Caledonian. Like a lot 
of others who are active in more than one Clan Society, I frequently wear 
a district tartan called “Isle of Skye,” so that I’m not showing allegiance to 
one clan over the other. (Besides, it’s beautiful!) 
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By Betty MacAskill Shea 
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On the lovely warm afternoon of July 21, President Jamie Wilson, Vice 
President Kenny MacAskill, Secretary-Treasurer Peggy MacAskill and 
Communications Chairman Olive McCaskill Bell, with their hospitality 
committee, cordially welcomed eight US MacAskill cousins and a number 
of local family members with a wine and cheese reception in the new 
ShaunAckie Ceilidh Hall in Englishtown, Nova Scotia. 
 
After dinner and a good night's sleep, the third annual business meeting 
of the Society was called to order by Jamie.  Resigning his presidency 
and becoming Canadian Vice President, he passed the gavel to Olive, 
who agreed to accept the position of "President, Pro Tem."  Betty Shea 
became US Vice President and Donald W. MacAskill, Treasurer.  Peggy 
deserved a huge vote of appreciation for a fine performance as secretary-
treasurer over the past three years. 
 
The silent auction provided fun as well as much-needed revenue, while 
the MacAskill Museum provided exhibits of much interest.  Chatting with 
Angus MacLeod on a tour of the Great Hall of the Clans at the Gaelic 
College as well as the Barra MacNeils' outdoor concert were 
entertainment highlights.  A special surf and turf dinner was beautifully 
prepared and presented for the enjoyment of all. 
 
Dedication of the newly-constructed Shaun Ackie Hall (in memory of 
Kenny's recently-deceased son and Peggy's husband) with kirking and 
traditional blessing of the tartan by the clergy, with Gaelic poetry, guitar 
and violin music, was a moving climax to a most successful gathering. 

	

����� �!!�	��
�����(��"��!��!��
 
 
 
A few of the woolen mills in Scotland have the MacAskill sett 
in computers. It is expensive to import it, as the U.S. duty is 
36% and small lengths (usually a minimum of 10 meters) are 
costly.  
 
In 2002, some of the Cape Breton MacAskills discovered that 
three Scottish weavers had brought looms to Vancouver, 
British Columbia and are weaving authentic tartans. The tartan 
is 61 inches wide, 12-ounce, all new wool worsted in a lovely 
blue and green. Everyone who has seen it is very pleased with 
the excellent quality.  
 
Since shipping costs were significantly reduced, and taking 
delivery in Canada eliminated customs duty, by ordering a full 
bolt, we got a real bargain. I underwrote the cost and assumed 
responsibility for distribution. When that first bolt was gone, we 
had a waiting list for the second. Now all of that has been sold, 
and I am taking a waiting list toward ordering the third bolt. If 
you are interested, please contact me at 
o.mcc.b@fastwires.net for prices and quantities needed for 
various garments and accessories.  
 
I do have three lady’s sashes on hand from the last bolt; 11 
inches x 72 inches. They are $35.00 each which includes 
postage. Inquire at the e-address above. 
 
 

Editor’s note:  Since Olive wrote the note above; she 
has received another bolt and is quite pleased with the 
quality.  If you’re interested in some, don’t put off 
ordering until later.  If past experience is an indicator, 
one bolt will go fast. 
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Since our last newsletter, a DNA genealogy project has begun.  It’s still in 
its infancy, but already we have confirmed a close genetic relationship 
between groups of McCaskills and MacAskills from different countries.  
Written records indicate that their lines diverged over 200 years ago, yet 
the results are unmistakable.  They are without a doubt, cousins. 
 
In addition, the “Viking marker ” is confirmed for all participants thus far 
and lends great credibility to the belief that MacAskills are descended 
from Askell, the last Norse King of Dublin, Ireland (See previous 
newsletter) 
 
The project needs your help.  It is extremely important that we obtain 
participants from as many branches of MacAskills as possible, particularly 
if you have written records to contribute.  The project is interested in 
MacAskills currently living in Scotland and Australia, as well as the US. 
 
Dixie McCaskill Lewis has graciously given the project permission to give 
all participants an electronic copy of her and Andy’s book on the history of 
the MacAskills.  If you know that you are descended from one of the 
immigrants listed in the book you would be a great asset to the project.  
 
Please note that many variations of the name are known and all are 
strongly encouraged to join, as they are necessary for the success of the 
project. 
 
You can read about the project and check out the progress at 
http://www.familytreedna.com/public/McCaskill 
 
If you want to participate, just click on the link titled “Request to Join this 
Group ”.  An automatic discount will apply.  At this point, we’re requesting 
that participants purchase the Y DNA 37 marker test which costs 
$189.00.  It’s simple to do at home and it takes about 12 weeks to get 
complete results.   
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by Olive McCaskill Bell 
 
 
All tartans are plaid, but not all plaids are tartan.  Tartan is 
woven with the same thread-count in both directions -i.e. the 
order of colors in the warp and in the weft are identical.  The 
pattern is called the thread-count, or sett.  
 
And the word "plaid" can be pronounced in two different ways, 
with different meanings.  
 
When we say "plaid" with a short a, as usually pronounced, we 
mean any cross-barred pattern, printed or woven.   
 
When we pronounce it "play-ed" we mean a large square, or 
rectangle of tartan fabric, which men wear with the kilt in 
various ways; as part of a band or regimental uniform it is 
folded under the right arm and brought up to the left shoulder, 
penned and allowed to fly free in back.  
 
For civilian dress-up wear, it is fringed, and one corner is 
pinned to the left shoulder with a showy broach. This one of 
course is smaller than the piper’s. For casual wear with the 
kilt, it should be folded several times lengthwise and laid on 
the left shoulder.  
 
Note from the editor: 

By now you have guessed why that “Blue Pattern” is at 
the top of each page. 
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by Olive McCaskill Bell 
 

There are a number of ways for women to “show the tartan”. After 
Culloden, when men were prohibited from wearing the kilt, the ladies who 
could afford it, or had silk tartan dresses from better times, wore them in 
defiance of the Sassenachs. In our time, the wrap-around kilted skirt 
(sometimes incorrectly called a “lady’s kilt“) in either street-length for day 
wear, or in full-length for evening, can be dressed up or down according 
to what sort of top (tee shirt, blouse, lace top) suits the occasion. A very 
striking outfit can be a tartan suit with straight skirt or slacks. 
 
The most popular way of getting “into” tartan, though, is with a shoulder 
sash, generally 10 to 12 inches wide and from 36 to 84 inches long, which 
can be worn in a variety of ways. Although the Lord Lyon King of Arms 
has given “authoritative approval” to a Victorian code for wearing the sash 
according to your station, ( Chief’s wife, unmarried woman, clans-woman, 
etc.) there really is no one proper way to wear it with the exception of 
Scottish country dancers who do have a uniform code in each dance 
group. Each outfit worn and the lady’s figure dictate how the sash will look 
best. Only a very slender woman would be comfortable with a huge tartan 
bow on one hip!  
 
If one’s husband has a kilt made to measure there will be a nice strip of 
fabric left which makes a longer-than-average sash.  
 
There are also square scarves which can be folded diagonally and tucked 
around the neck or tied over the head in cold weather. One of my favorite 
light wraps is a shawl made of a double length of tartan, folded crosswise, 
split up the center front, with a small shaped neck opening. Mine is about 
knee-length but it could be longer or shorter, according to the owner’s 
preference. I am wearing it on the cover of the last newsletter. It is the Isle 
of Skye tartan. I am sure you can come up with other ways to use tartan. 

 

����*������
�
	

 
 

����	
����
����
�������
&��*�#����!����


����+,�!�'�-'.��&��*�/�+�������/�
 
 
Everyone is welcome to join us in the “Granite State” this year 
and to enjoy our seacoast and mountains.  Hampton is on the 
seacoast and has plenty of accommodations at this time of the 
year.   
 
Come early and enjoy The Hampton Seafood Festival on Sept 
7-9. 
 
Stay late and visit The New Hampshire Highland Games on 
Sept 21-24. 
  
The Gathering this year is being changed to September after 
many said that summers were a very busy time for all and fall 
would be a better time.  So mark down this weekend and 
make plans to visit with MacAskill/McCaskill friends and make 
many new friends. 
 
A schedule of events will be planned as the time becomes 
closer.  We will keep you informed through e-mail or mail 
about the happenings as soon as we can.  


